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E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, UN,ECOSOC 

SUBJECT: ECOSOC-61 ST SESSION 

REF: USUN 1091 

1 . AMBASSADOR AKE, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
IVORY COAST AND PRESIDENT OF ECOSOC, HAS PROVIDED MISSION 
WITH A COPY OF A WORKING PAPER ENTITLED, "THE ABIDJAN 
DECLARATION ON THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION AND 
COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT." THIS IS THE TEXT TO BE 
CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION AT ABIDJAN PROTION OF THE 
SUMMER ECOSOC SESSION. ACCORDING TO AKE, THE DOCUMENT 
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BUT HAS NOT YET BEEN SET IN CEMENT. AKE DID NOT SPECIFI- 
CALLY INDICATE THAT THE DRAFT HAS BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE 
G-77, BUT THIS IS POSSIBLE. THE DEPARTMENT WILL NOTICE 
THAT THERE ARE TWO PARAGRAPHS CONCERNING COLONIALISM, 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, AND APARTHEID APPENDED TO THE 
DRAFT. ACCORDING TO AKE, THESE PARAGRAPHS ARE STILL 
BEING CONSIDERED SEPARATELY. BUT THE AFRICANS WILL PROBABLY 
WANT THEM. AKE ADDED FURTHER THAT THERE MAY BE AN 
ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPH ADDED ON FINANCIAL QUESTIONS. 

2. INCONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR MYERSON, AKE SAID 
THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT WE MIGHT HAVE SOME PROBLEMS WITH 
A FEW OF THE PARAGRAPHS IN THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT. MYERSON 
WAS QUICK TO CONFIRM THIS, POINTING, FOR EXAMPLE, TO THE 
PARAGRAPHS ON PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OVER NATURAL RESOURCES. 
AKE SAID THAT HE WOULD WELCOME USG COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE THE PAPER OBVIOUSLY CANNOT BE COM- 
PLETED UNTIL AFTER UNCTAD IV, WE BELIEVE OUR INTERESTS 
WOULD BEST BE SERVED BY GOING BACK TO AKE PROMPTLY ON 
THOSE POINTS THAT WOULD CAUSE US MAJOR DIFFICULTIES. 

REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

QUOTE 

ABIDJAN DECLARATION 

ON THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION 
AND CO-OPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
DECLARATION 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, MEETING FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN AFRICA AT ABIDJAN AT THE INVITATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF THE IVORY COAST, HELD THE FIRST PART 
OF ITS SIXTY-FIRST SESSION FROM 7 TO 9 JULY 1976. 

REAFFIRMING THE FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 

IN PARTICULAR, THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND 
SECURITY, RESPECT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL RIGHTS AND SELF- 
DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES, THE ACHIEVEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION IN SOLVING INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS OF AN ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL CHARACTER WITH A VIEW TO ENABLING THE MOST 
DEPRIVED TO ATTAIN BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS, 

NOTING THE ARTICLES OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEF- 
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INING ITS FUNCTIONS AND POWERS, 

RECALLING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2626 (XXV) ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE SECOND UNITED 
NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE, 

NOTING GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 3201 (S-VI) AND 3202 
(S-VI) ON THE DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION ON THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 
RESOLUTION 3281 (XXIX) ON THE CHARTER OF ECONOMIC RIGHTS 
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AND DUTIES OF STATES AND RESOLUTION 3362 (S-VII) 

ON DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION, ADOPTED 
AT THE SEVENTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

NOTING FURTHER THE RESULTS OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF UNCTAD AT 
NAIROBI AND THE PROGRESS IN THE WORK OF THE NORTH/SOUTH 
CONFERENCE AT PARIS, 

HAVING EXAMINED THE EVOLUTION OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOP- 
MENT AND HAVING NOTED THAT A LARGE NUMBER OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES ARE EXPERIENCING INCREASINGLY GREAT DIFFICULTIES 
IN ACHIEVING THEIR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL OBJECTIVES IN VIEW 
OF THE UNCERTAINTIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
SITUATION FROM AN ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL VIEWPOINT. 

CONSIDERING THE SPECIAL CRITICAL NATURE OF AFRICA'S DEVELOP- 
MENT PROBLEMS WHICH, BASED ON SOME INDICATORS, INCLUDE 18 
COUNTIRES AMONG THE LEAST DEVELOPED IN THE WORLD, 

CONSIDERING FURTHER THAT AFRICA IS DEEPLY AFFECTED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CRISIS IN THE 27 AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
ARE AMONG THE 41 COUNTRIES MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY THIS 
CRISIS AND, AS SUCH, ARE ELIGIBLE FOR UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE, 

WELCOMING THE AWARENESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MORE JUST AND EQUITABLE INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS AND THE EFFORTS TO PROMOTE, ON A WORLD 
SCALE, A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER PROCLAIMED 
ON MAY 2, 1974 AT THE SIXTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY -RESOLUTION 3201 (S-VI), 

NOTING THE NEED FOR A RESTRUCTURING OF THE ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
AS DEFINED IN SEPTEMBER 1975 BY THE SEVENTH SPECIAL 
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN 
THE AUTHORITY AND POWERS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL SO THAT IT WILL BECOME THE CENTRAL BODY FOR CO-ORDINA- 
TING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELD, ESSENTIAL TO THE ESTABL- 
ISHMENT OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 

WISHING TO EMPHASIZE THE FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE WHICH IT 
ATTACHES TO INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION AS A FACTOR IN 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, AND THE NEED 
QUICKLY TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY WITH A VIEW TO ESTABLISHING THE NEW INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 3 USUN 1795 
SOLEMNLY DECLARES: 

1 . ITS UNSHAKEABLE CONVICTION THAT CO-OPERATION AMONG 
NATIONS IS THE ESSENTIAL FACTOR FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
PROGRESS IN THE WORLD, 

2. THAT THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE DEVEL- 
OPING COUNTRIES WILL BE MORE RAPID AND LASTING AS THE 
CONDITIONS OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY BECOME MORE STABLE, 

3. ITS COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN THE POWER OF DIALOGUE 

AND NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
TO PROMOTE A MORE EQUITABLE AND FRUITFUL SYSTEM OF INTER 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS, 

4. ITS CONVICTION, THAT, IN THE FIRST PLACE, IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTIRES TO ENSURE THEIR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND, CONSEQUENTLY IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY 
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BE ASURED OF FULLER PARTICIPATION IN THE ELABORATION AND 
ADOPTION OF DECISIONS IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS , 
PARTICULARLY DEVELOPMENT FINANCING INSTITUTIONS, 

5. ITS FIRM INTENTION HENCEFORTH TO DEVOTE THE GREATEST EFFORT 
IN ORDER BETTER TO TACKLE THE PROBLEMS OF UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
AND, CONSEQUENTLY, TO EVALUATE MORE PRECISELY AND CONTIN- 
UOUSLY THE RESULTS OF MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 

6. THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO STRENGTHEN THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF REVIEW AND APPRAISAL WITH A VIEW TO ENABLING IT 

TO REVIEW CONTINUOUSLY ACTIONS AND RESULTS CONVERNING 
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

WITH REGARD TO THE GREAT PROBLEMS CURRENTLY FACING THE 
DEVELOPING NATIONS, THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
DRAWS THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S ATTENTION TO THE 
PRESSING NEED TO STRENGTHEN AND INTENSIFY ITS EFFORTS 
TO OBTAIN A BETTER DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORLD S RICHES 
WITH A VIEW TO IMPROVING THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF HUNDREDS 
OF MILLIONS OF HUMAN BEINGS WHO ARE IN A STATE OF COMPLETE DES- 
TITUTION AND ARE VICTIMS OF HUMGER, MALNUTRITION AND IG- 
NORANCE. 

THESE EFFORTS SHOULD BE CONCENTRATED PARTICULARLY ON: 

1 . THE STRENGTHENING OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES OVER THEIR NATURAL RESOURCES WITH A VIEW TO 
SAFEFUARDING THESE RESOURCES AND IN A MANNER THAT WILL 
GIVE PRIORITY TO THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION ON THE ESTAB 
LISHMENT OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 

2. THE ADOPTION OF WORLDWIDE MEASURES TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM 
OF RAW MATERIALS, PARTICULARLY THE INDEXING OF THE PRICES 
OF EXPORTED PRIMARY COMMODITIES, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
PRODUCTION COSTS AND LEAVING A PROFITABLE MARGIN ESSENTIAL 
TO FINANCING THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES AND 
PRODUCT QUALITY. THESE WORLD PRICES MUST BE REVIEWED 
PERIODICALLY IN ORDER TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT INCREASES IN COSTS, 

3. THE STABILIZATION AND GUARANTEE OF THE EXPORT INCOME 
OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH A VIES TO ENABLING 

THESE COUNTRIES TO PROGRAMME THEIR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICIES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ON STABL E FOUNDATIONS, 

4. THE HIGHEST PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE PROMOTION OF 
RURAL AREAS AND TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF FOOD PRODUCTION WHICH 
ARE THE ESSENTIAL FACTORS IN OVER-ALL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVEL- 
OPMENT. IN THIS AREA, THE EFFORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY MUST ENABLE TO DEVELOPING CONTRIES, 

PARTICULARLY THE POOREST AND THE MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED, TO 
ACHIEVE A HIGH DEGREE OF FOOD SELF-SUFFICIENY. THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT MUST, IN THIS 
CONNEXION, BE A DYNAMIC AND EFFECTIVE BODY IN FINANCING 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF FOOD CROPS, 

5. THE ACCELERATION OF THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES, THE INDUSTRIAL PROCESS BEING AND 
INDISPENSABLE LINK TO RAPID AND BALANCED ECONOMIC 

AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. IN THIS CONNEXION, IT IS IMPORTANT TO 
REMEMBER THE OBJECTIVE ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIDO SECOND GENERAL 
CONFERENCE IN MARCH 1975 AT LIMA WHICH SET THE DEVE- 
LOPING COUNTRIES' SHARE OF TOTAL WORLD 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AT A MIMIMUM OF 25 PERCENT BY THE 
YEAR 2000. IT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO MODIFY THE OVER-ALL FRA- 
MEWORK OF THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY AND TO GIVE DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES THE MATERIAL HUMAN AND FINANCIAL MEANS 
OF DEVELOPING LOCAL TECHNOLOGY BETTER ADAPTED TO THEIR NEEDS, 

6. THE PROMOTION OF THE EXPORTATION OF THE MANUFACTURED 

AND SEMI-FINISHED GOODS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON THE MARKETS 
OF INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES BY SUPPRESSING THE OBSTACLES 
OF DUTIABLE AND DUTY-FREE GOODS, BY IMPROVING THE GENE- 
RALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES AND BY QUICKLY BRINGING ABOUT 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS IN GATT ON TROPICAL 
PRODUCTS. 
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7. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REFORMED INTERNATIONAL MONE- 
TARY SYSTEM WHICH WILL PUT AN END TO DISORDERED 
CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS FROM WHICH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
ARE THE FIRST TO SUFFER HARMFUL EFFECTS. THE RETURN TO STABLE 
PARTIES IS A PREREQUISITE TO ANY CONSCIOUS AND CONCERTED POLICY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. IT THIS CONNEXION, 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL REQUESTS THE INTERIM COMMITTEE 
OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND TO RESUME ITS WORK WITH A VIEW TO ESTABLISHING A LINK 
BETWEEN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SDR'S AND PUBLIC DEVELOPMENT ASSI- 
TANCE. 

8. THE URGENT AND ABSOLUTE NEED TO INCREASE THE TRANSFER OF 
REAL RESOURCES FROM PRIVILEGED COUNTRIES 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
DRAWS ATTENTION TO THE OBJECTIVE, PROPOSED BY THE OECD 
COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, FOR THE ATTAINMENT BY 
1980 OF 0,7PERCENT OF GNP FOR DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND. IT REQUESTS THE 
CONJOINT COMMITTEE OF THE BOARDS OF GOVERNORS OF THE WORLD BANK 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND ON THE TRANSFER OF 
RESOURCES TO DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES (DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE), TO ENVISAGE WITHOUT 
DELAY CONCRETE MEASURES WITH A VIEW TO INCREASING SUBSTANTIALLY 
THESE FINANCIAL TRANSFERS. THE RESOURCES OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL AGENCIES FOR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE, IN PARTICULAR, THE 
WORLD BANK GROUP AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS, SHOULD BE 
ADJUSTED TO MEET THE CAPITAL NEEDS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO IMPROVE 
THE QUALITY AND CONDITIONS OF THE GRANTING OF SUCH ASSISTANCE. 
WHERE NECESSARY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD MAKE PRO- 
VISIONS TO ENSURE THAT THE PROBLEM OF FOREIGN DEBT AND ITS 
SERVICING DOES NOT CHECK THE GROWTH OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, 

9. THE DEVELOPMENT OF CO-OPERATION AT THE INTRA- 
REGIONAL AND INTER-REGIONAL LEVELS AMONG DEVELOP 
ING COUNTRIES, THE CREATION OF INTERDEPENDENT REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ZONES WHICH, AS DEVELOPED, WILL BE INTEGRATED 

TO CONSTITUTE VAST HOMOGENEOUS ZONES-ONE OF THE BEST GUARANTEES 
OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEMBER COU- 
NTRIES OF THESE ZONES. 
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ADDITION TO THE PREAMBULE 

CONSIDERING THAT COLONIALISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
AND APARTHEID ARE MAJOR OBSTACLES TO SATISFYING THE 
LEGITIMATE ASPIRATIONS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE THEIR VICTIMS 
AND THAT THE SUPPRESSION OF THESE IMPEDIMENTS IS ESSENTIAL 
TO THE GROWTH NOT ONLY OF THESE COUNTIRES BUT ALSO OF ALL 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

TO THE OPERATIVE PART 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL APPEALS TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY QUICKLY TO PUT AN END TO COLONIAL DOMINATION, 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND APARTHEID WHEREVER THESE PRACTICES 
STILL EXIST, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, WITH A VIEW TO PROMOTING THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE, A FACTOR ESSENTIAL TO DEVEL- 
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